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Summary of Changes 
 

Upgrading PREP to v2 
(PREP v2 is available for MS Dynamics SL 6.5, 6.0 and 5.5) 

 

With the release of Sandler*Kahne Softwareôs PREP (Project Resource Estimating and 

Planning) v2 there are a number of significant new (and exciting) changes to the module.  This 

document outlines these changes and how they might affect an installation and/or upgrade of 

PREP.  Also included are changes that were made with the v1.3 release (noted).  All these 

changes should be reviewed in detail before upgrading an existing PREP installation to v2. 

 

Highlights of new features in PREP v2.0: 

 

 Scheduling Management & Review (SMR) 
Á Allows for simplified Project & Resource schedule entry 
Á Attributes easily used when assigning 
Á Unassigned Demand simplified 
Á Initial setting of Project/Task dates 

 Use of Resource Managers in assigning 

 Estimating - use of Allocator to generate Other Costs 

 Options to simplify estimating/scheduling screens 

 Project WebTime ï Schedule Inquiry, Timecard Entry replacement 
 

The features are described in two parts of this document: 

 

 New Features 
- Resource Maintenance - Permitted View List by user 

- Resource Maintenance ï Advanced Copy 

- Resource Maintenance ï Resource Manager functionality 

- Schedule Management & Review (SMR) - Resource and Project Schedule Entry 

within SMR 

- SMR ï Move Scheduling Workbench features to SMR main screen 

- SMR ï View feature enhancements  

- SMR ï Save view settings for ñad hocò changes (v1.3) 

- Scheduling - Front Load-uneven scheduling method 

- Scheduling ï Dates can update PWO material requirement dates (v1.3) 

- Estimate Entry ï flexible tab captions (v1.3) 

- Estimate Entry ï use of Allocator to generate Other Costs (v1.3) 

- Project WebTime ï BP app - PREP schedules/Actual time entry 

 
 Changes to existing functionality 

- Screens are easily simplified ï fields are removed that are not used 

- Project Schedule Entry ï resources can be assigned that are not restricted by 

Project-Employee Maintenance 
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- Resource Maintenance ï removed restrict view to default 

- Resource Maintenance ï moved ñrestrict view to a resourceò to the view 

definition in SMR. 

- Simplified buttons on Estimate and Project Schedule Entry (now Actions) (v1.3) 

- Renamed Resource Schedule Entry to Project Schedule Entry (v1.3) 

- Updated PREP to support Blue World Projects (WPS) 
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Installation/Upgrade Notes (Please review these when you upgrade PREP to v2.0) 
 

1) Resource Maintenance (RP.250.00).  User Setup tab - with the new options described below, 

all users will have their ñShow Cost/Revenue Amountsò options turned off.  If this is not 

desirable, review and modify. 

 

2) Resource Maintenance (RP.250.00).  User Setup tab - the option to restrict views only to the 

default view has been removed.  Review and use the new option ñRestrict Viewsò and ñView 

Listò to replace this functionality. 

 

3) Resource Maintenance (RP.250.00).  User Setup tab ï the option to restrict all views to the 

current user has been removed.  This functionality has been moved to the view itself (SMR, 

View Details, Step tab ï Resource = Current User). 

.
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New Features 
 

 Resource Maintenance - Permitted View List by user 

 

In previous versions a resourceôs default view could be set as the only view available to 

them.  With this new feature each user can now be setup with a list of permitted views. 
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Permitted View List ïfor a resource: 
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 Resource Maintenance ï Advanced Copy 

 

This feature provides for an easy mechanism to copy the current resourceôs settings to 

one or many other resources or another resourceôs setting to the current one.  This is very 

useful when setting up a large number of resources.   
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The Copy sub-form ï currently set to copy from the current resource to two other 

resources. 
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 Resource Maintenance ï Resource Manager functionality 

 

With this version PREP begins to take advantage of a Resource Manager.  This is setup 

system-wide in PREP Setup.  There are two ñmanagerò fields associated with a resource 

ï PREP gives the option to designate one of these as a Resource Manager (or not).  This 

is then used to present resources for assignment by their resource manager. 
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In Resource Maintenance, each user can be set to control how they assign resources.  See 

the sections below for more information on how this setting is used in Schedule 

Management and Review (SMR). 

  

 
 

An additional inquiry screen is used to review resource managersô resources and then 

their managerôs reports. 
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 Schedule Management & Review (SMR) - Resource and Project Schedule Entry 
within SMR 

 

Resources can be scheduled in PREP in Project Schedule Entry (PSE) (RP.010.00).  This 

is project oriented assignment.  That is, a project is first selected and then various 

resources are assigned on a task by task basis. 

With this new feature, now SMR (in the main screen) can be used for this same Project 

type of Scheduling and, in addition, it can be used for Resource Schedule Entry (RSE).  

Resource Schedule Entry is where a resource is the focus and then they can easily be 

assigned to one or multiple projects. 

Whether using PSE or RSE, resources can be organized and selected by Resource 

Manager.  There are many new features related to thisé. Youôll want to explore and 

discover! 

 

Using SMR for Project Schedule Entry 
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Using SMR for Resource Schedule Entry 
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 SMR ï Move Scheduling Workbench features to SMR ï main screen 

 

The Scheduling Workbench (an app that was accessed from the fly-out menus on the 

Project and Resource Schedule Gantt tabs) provided three main areas of functionality: 

 

o Use Attributes to Assign Resources to Steps 

o Reduce Unassigned Demand as Resources are assigned 

o Allow easy maintenance of Project/Task start date, end date and status. 

 

The Scheduling Workbench has now been removed from PREP and the above three 

features have been implemented from the main SMR screen and each has been enhanced 

in a number of ways: 

 
 Use Attributes to Assign Resources to Steps 

Filtering resources by attribute is now done directly on the main screen in SMR 

(when using an ñAssignmentò view).  The ñAttributeséò button and ñUse 

Attribute Filterò are used to implement this functionality.  An attribute filter is set 

up, then the ñUse Attribute Filterò checkbox applies the filter and only displays 

the qualifying resources.  Note that the tool tip now shows the resourceôs 

attributes.  This filter was set up for those resources in New York or if they had a 

PhD. 
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The Attribute Filter screen (RP.101.00) now allows creating a filter based on any set 

of resource categories, along with a Boolean construct of attributes.  This screen is 

accessed via the SMR Attributesé button 

 

 
 
 Reduce Unassigned Demand as Resources are assigned 

In the Scheduling Workbench, the consumption of unassigned demand required a 

number of steps.  This process has been greatly streamlined and requires no 

special action by the user.  As steps are assigned, the user is kept informed of 

unassigned demand being consumed, and if so setup, they can get a warning when 

they begin to over-assign the original unassigned demand. 
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The ñManage Unassigned Demandò screen now has some new fields ï they are 

circled in red: 

 

 
 

And the Steps/Schedule tab shows the status of Unassigned Demand: for the 

highlighted resourceôs category: 
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 Allow easy maintenance of Project/Task start date, end date and status. 

A new ñfly-outò menu option has been added to the Project Explorer section (and 

when on bars in the Project Schedule Gantt tab) 
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This ñfly-outò menu launches the new Set Project/Task Dates (RP.100.14) sub-

form.  There are a number of options here ï to easily update the Project start and 

end dates and status, and then one or multiple tasks.  The Project ID has a PV 

lookup feature, so many projects can quickly have their initial dates set up very 

quickly.  Only tasks that have not yet had resources assigned can have their dates 

updated here. 
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 SMR ï View feature enhancements  

 

Views now have options to show or hide various tabs on the main screen (green). 

 

In addition, on the Step tab there is a new filter/order option for Resource Manager (red) 

(the field used as the Resource Manager is defined in PREP setup). 

 

 


